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 This study explores the role of daily reading journals centered on folklore 
in fostering moral literacy and character development among junior high 
school students. Engaging with Indonesian folktales encouraged 
students to reflect on moral messages and articulate their understanding 
of values such as respect, honesty, responsibility, and perseverance. 
Using a qualitative case study approach, data were collected from 
student journal entries, observations, and educator interviews. The 
analysis focused on identifying recurring moral themes within the 
folklore and assessing students’ responses to them in their daily 
reflections. Findings indicate that regular journal reflections on folklore 
improve students’ engagement with reading materials and deepen their 
comprehension of moral concepts embedded in cultural narratives. 
Through consistent exposure to stories that highlight ethical dilemmas 
and positive traits, students develop a nuanced understanding of moral 
values and apply these lessons to their lives. Educators observed 
increased students' empathy, critical thinking, and awareness of the 
importance of moral conduct. This study underscores the potential of 
integrating folklore into school literacy programs as a valuable tool for 
character education. By situating moral instruction within the culturally 
relevant context of folklore, schools can make character education more 
engaging and accessible for students. The research suggests that 
folklore-based literacy activities could effectively reinforce positive 
values in educational settings, providing a framework for moral 
instruction that is both culturally relevant and pedagogically impactful. 
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1. Introduction 

Literacy in Indonesia has become the main focus in efforts to improve the quality of education and 
nation-building. The school literacy movement is one of the programs implemented to develop Shiva 
literacy skills, including improving reading, and writing, and strengthening students' habits of ethics 
(Sopianda & Riady, 2024; Wahab & Amaliyah, 2021). Literacy activities can involve many skills, aspects, and 
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parties in them (Ariyanto et al., 2022). As a very broad context, literacy activities in Indonesia are being 
encouraged. One of them is by intensifying the National Literacy Movement (GLN) which can then be 
divided into school, family, and community literacy movements (Elizabeth et al., 2023; Ihkwatun & 
Hayudinna, 2021). Several studies have shown that this Literacy Movement has a significant positive impact 
on students' interest in reading and skills (Ana, 2020). 

However, schools have not fully implemented the School Literacy Movement (Widodo, 2020). This 
is due to several obstacles, including lack of interest in reading students, lack of reading books, lack of 
guidance from relevant agencies, and lack of support from students' parents (Elizabeth et al., 2023; Heryadi 
& Anriani, 2023; Wiratsiwi, 2020). The impact of the lack of literacy coaching at school is that students are 
unable to understand the content of the books they read. This is relevant to the results of research 
conducted by Albani (2021) that some students find reading activities very boring and uninteresting. To 
deal with this problem, it is necessary to have a program that is implemented through reading activities 
before the learning time begins. This activity aims to foster interest in reading and improve students' 
reading skills (Teguh, 2017). Through school literacy activities, it can increase students' motivation and 
interest in literacy (Kartikasari, 2022).  To be able to instill students' motivation and interest in reading, 
teachers can implement literacy activities that are beneficial to students' lives (Pitoyo, 2020; Wahyuni et 
al., 2020). One way that can be done is to apply literacy through folklore and moral messages that can be 
taken in daily life (Drani et al., 2021). The moral message contained in folklore can have a positive effect 
on students in acting and behaving and can be a mirror of life (Yetti, 2019). To instill a culture of literacy, 
students can retell well-obtained stories and find moral messages in the stories (Halimatussakdiah, 2023; 
Indriani et al., 2023; Safitri, 2024). Thus, instilling a literacy culture through folklore can foster student 
motivation in reading and can take meaning from the reading in the form of moral messages. The urgency 
of moral messages lies in their basic foundation as a character builder for students. Moral messages are 
not only focused on literacy, but a person can take responsibility for his moral problems. Morality is the 
conformity of attitudes and actions with laws or inner norms, which is seen as an obligation (Eliastuti, 
2017).   

Through moral messages in folklore, we can show attitudes and behaviors that uphold ethics. Some 
of the folktales that contain moral messages are "Bawang Merah Bawang Putih", "Lake Toba", and "The 
Story of Prince Amat Made". These folk tales contain morals that can be used as a tool to educate students 
to become intelligent, noble, and dignified human beings. The moral message conveyed in the folklore is 
expected to improve the ability to read, think, and grow moral values in students. This is in line with the 
opinion of Youpika & Zuchdi (2016) that folklore can foster beliefs that carry the line of tradition in society 
and are maintained by the community that owns it. Literacy activities through folklore can be carried out 
by utilizing the media of daily reading journals (Lubis, 2021).  Daily reading journals have great benefits for 
the development of reading literacy (Antulov, 2021; Buđevac, 2019). Daily reading journals are a mirror of 
competence and literacy habits. Daily journals can help hone skills in understanding reading content and 
become a mirror of literacy competency ( Adams, 2024; Alharbi, 2015; Wäschle et al., 2015). Daily reading 
journals can help students improve their understanding of reading content, and train students to think 
critically. And can strengthen the understanding of the reading text (Poch & Lembke, 2018).  

 Based on the results of the researcher's observations at SMPN 9 Cirebon City, literacy activities in 
schools have been implemented, namely in religious learning activities that are carried out before learning 
begins. Students do a tadarusan activity in class for 15 minutes. For this reason, researchers apply literacy 
activities in learning before starting activities. The researcher chose folklore in the application of literacy 
in the classroom in Indonesian language learning. Folklore is a type of fiction book so it is expected to foster 
students' interest in reading to read. Students consider that literacy activities are very boring and less 
interesting. In addition, the support facilities for students in reading fiction books are inadequate, such as 
the lack of fiction reading books that can hinder the literacy movement program. Based on these problems, 
researchers implement literacy activities through daily reading journals. The selected text is a folklore text 
with the assumption that students prefer story texts compared to academic texts. The purpose of 
implementing literacy through daily reading journals is to foster a reading culture among junior high school 
students and be able to implement the meaning of reading texts in the form of moral messages in daily 
life. The problem that became the subject of discussion was how to implement a daily reading journal in 
fostering a literacy culture for SMP N 9 Cirebon students. 
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2. Method 

This type of research uses a descriptive qualitative method with a case study strategy. This 
qualitative research is used to uncover holistic-contextual symptoms through the collection of data from 
the natural setting as a direct source with the key instrument of the researcher himself. Meanwhile, the 
approach used is a case study involving in-depth data collection through direct observation, interviews 
with students, and literacy activities carried out at the school. The location research was carried out at 
SMPN 9 Cirebon City, which lasted for 1 month, in February 2024. The subject of this study is grade VII J 
students at SMPN 9 Cirebon City for the 2023-2024 school year / As for the data used in this study, there 
are primary and secondary data. Primary data is the results of student reading journals in folklore material 
(29 Folklore). The data collection technique is by conducting interviews, documentation, and observations. 
Interview activities were carried out to obtain data on students' understanding of identifying moral 
messages that can be found in folklore texts. Documentation is collecting data in the form of moral 
messages that have been identified by students through daily journal instruments. This daily journal 
contains the date/date of implementation, the title of the folklore text read, and the moral message 
contained in the text. Meanwhile, observations were carried out to collect data on student activities in 
literacy activities. Data validation in this study uses triangulation techniques, namely data analysis 
techniques including data reduction, data presentation, conclusion drawn, and verification. The parameter 
to find out the level of students' understanding of the content of the reading is the ability to find moral 
messages in the text conveyed both orally and in writing. 

 

3. Result  

Habituation Stage 
Based on the results of observations at SMPN 9 Cirebon City, literacy activities have been carried 

out at the habituation stage in the form of reciting before class time starts for 30 minutes. This activity is 
routinely carried out simultaneously in each class every day reading the Quran. To be able to implement 
literacy learning, teachers prepare non-lesson books to be able to stimulate literacy interest in students. 
This activity is carried out before starting learning. Teachers need to focus and pay attention to the content, 
reading resources, and the right time to carry out literacy. Furthermore, teachers assign students to read at 
home because of the limitations of reading books in the library regarding folklore reading books. 
Researchers use folklore for literacy because it makes it easier for students to understand it. The researcher 
assigned students to read an anthology of folklore at home through digital media (which the teacher had 
provided) and look for the moral message of the story. The literacy habituation is carried out before starting 
the learning process to foster an interest in reading or literacy in students and instill moral message literacy 
in students. Students have the space to reflect on their understanding, relate stories to personal 
experiences, and express their thoughts creatively. This shows the importance of providing space for 
students to actively interact with learning materials so that they can gain a deeper understanding and be 
relevant to their daily lives. 
Development Stage 

After doing the habituation stage, the next step is the development stage. Students are allowed to 
read independently and are asked to rewrite the content of the stories contained in the folklore to be read 
in front of the class. The development stage seeks to improve proficiency at the stage of habituation, 
fluency, and understanding of the language. In addition, students can also find moral messages contained 
in the book and document the moral messages in reading journals. Students write in a daily reading journal. 
Reading journals can be used as a means of learning reading literacy so that they can find out reading 
competence, reading habits, reading tendencies, and the number of readings in a certain period.  

Thus, teachers will be able to determine the feedback and follow-up that should be done to students 
so that they gradually get used to literacy and ultimately be productive and creative in literacy. This daily 
reading journal media has its format template which the researcher then distributes to students to fill in 
the reading activities in the daily reading journal. Furthermore, at each meeting, the researcher asked three 
students to come forward to retell the content of the folklore material they read and find the moral message 
in the story in front of their friends. The existence of a daily journal can help researchers to see student 
development and see the level of students' understanding of moral messages in the stories read. In this 
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habituation stage, it can form a culture of reading books so that it is hoped that it can direct and provide 
examples to students about calming literacy activities, the faster the formation of a reading culture for 
students. 
Implementation Stage 

At the implementation stage, literacy activities to read folklore through digital media can help 
students find the moral message of folklore. In the first stage, the researcher invited students to be able to 
read folktales and free students to choose their favorite folktale titles. Then, students along with their group 
mates can find moral messages in the story. Before students can retell and find moral messages, researchers 
first provide examples that students can use as references. For example, researchers teach the right 
techniques to create a story summary to find a moral message in a story. The message was recorded in the 
form of writing in the daily journal. Writing activities are very fun because they help students to be able to 
recall the content of their reading and make it easier for students to listen and speak. Thus, students are 
taught language literacy skills that they can master.  

In the second stage, the researcher assigned students to independently read folklore through digital 
media to be able to find folklore. Next, students revealed the moral message of the folklore, along with a 
brief explanation of the content of the story. Independent learning is carried out to be able to find out and 
measure students' understanding of the reading. In independent learning activities, it was carried out for 2 
meetings. Literacy learning is carried out by using techniques to practice how students read, write, and 
develop students' understanding of important knowledge.  Based on the results of the interview, it is known 
that SMPN 9 Cirebon City students carry out literacy activities through the reading journal report program. 
In this case, there are several folktales that can be a means to internalize moral values through the activity 
of identifying moral messages in the story as described in the table below.  

 
Table 1. Title of Folklore in the Reading Journal Program 

No Folklore Title Origin of the Story Category Student 

1 The Story Danau Toba Sumatera Utara Legenda 16 

2 The Story Pengeran Amat Mude Aceh Legenda 16 

3 The Story Malin Kundang Sumatera Barat Legenda 3 

4 The Story Dayang Bandir and Sandean Raja Sumatera Utara Legenda 2 

5 The Story Putri Mambang Linau Riau Legenda 2 

6 The Story Putri Ular Sumatera Utara Legenda 2 

7 The Story Burung Tempua and Burung Puyuh Riau Fabel 2 

8 The Story Buaya Perompak Lampung Fabel 2 

9 The Story Siamang Putih Sumatera Barat Fabel 1 

10 Legenda Ikan Patin Riau Legenda 2 

11 The Story Si Bungsu Lampung Legenda 1 

12 The Story Si Kelingking Jambi Mite 2 

13 The Story Ibu Kami Seekor Kucing Jambi Mite 1 

14 The Story Si Pahit Lidah Sumatera Selatan Mite 1 

15 Legenda Pulau Kemaro Sumatera Selatan Legenda 1 

16 Legenda Ular Berkepala Tujuh Bengkulu Mite 1 

17 Legenda Ular N’Daung Bengkulu Mite 1 

18 Legenda Pulau Sanua Kepulauan Riau Legenda 1 

19 The Story Murtado Macan Kemayoran DKI Jakarta Mite 1 

20 The Story Si Pitung DKI Jakarta Legenda 1 

21 Asal-Usul Batang Aren Bengkulu Legenda 1 

22 The Story Putri Pandan Berduri Kepulauan Riau Legenda 1 

23 The Story Ayam and Ikan Tongkol Kepulauan Riau Fabel 1 

24 The Story Bujang Katak Bangka Belitung Mite 1 

25 The Story Sultan Domas Lampung Legenda 1 

26 The Story Si Penyumpit Bangka Belitung Legenda 1 
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27 The Story Si Lebai Malang Sumatera Barat Legenda 1 

28 The Story Bawang Putih and Bawang Merah Yogyakarta Legenda 5 

Source: Research 2024 
 
Based on the table, it is known that the results of the reading journal show that three forms of 

folklore categories attract students' interest in reading, including legends, myths, and fables. The three 
categories contain a mandate or moral message that contains social values. In "The Story of Lake Toba", 
students interpreted the story with moral messages including: 'Don't break promises and take care of your 
emotions', 'Don't take other people's property', 'Be devoted to your parents', and 'Don't be greedy'. The 
moral messages in "The Story of Prince Amat Made" are 'Don't be cruel', 'Don't give up', 'Don't give up 
easily', 'Don't be greedy', 'Always do good', 'continue to be patient and don't be arrogant', 'don't take other 
people's property'. As the "Malin Kundang Story", it contains a moral message that students interpret, 
namely 'do not disobey parents'.  

In "The Story of Dayang Bandir and Sandean Raja" contains a moral message, namely 'don't force 
others to give us rights'. The story "The Story of Princess Mambang Linau", has a moral message, namely 
'you can't say bad things and you must be able to keep your mouth well, because the tongue is sharper than 
the sword'. The next folklore about the Story "The Tempua Bird and the Quail" which has a moral message 
is that students interpret 'no disputes, no fights'. The next story "The Story of the Pirate Crocodile" has a 
moral message written by the students, namely 'in a precarious situation we must remain calm'. In "The 
Story of the White Siamang Siamang" there is a moral message that students interpret, namely 'don't break 
your promises'.  

The story "The Legend of the Catfish" has a moral message that students interpret, namely 'be 
careful in speaking'. Next "The Story of the Youngest Si" has a moral message that students can interpret, 
namely 'don't be jealous and don't be rash'. Furthermore, regarding "The Story of the Kelingking" has a 
moral message that students interpret, namely 'stay calm in any situation'. As for the next one "The Story 
of Our Mother A Cat", there is a moral message that students interpret, namely 'be grateful for everything 
that Allah has given'. Next, regarding "The Story of the Bitter Tongue", it has a moral message that students 
can interpret, namely 'keep the word and not be rash in doing something'. Furthermore, the "Legend of 
Kemaro Island", has a moral message that students interpret in the form of 'helping each other'.  

In the story "The Legend of the Seven-Headed Serpent" students interpret the 'humble and helpful 
nature'. Next, regarding the "Legend of the N'Daung Snake", the students interpreted 'be a child who is 
devoted to both parents'. In "The Legend of Sanua Island" students interpret 'don't be arrogant and miserly'. 
Next, regarding the "Story of the Apostasy of the Kemayoran Tiger", the students interpreted it as 'teaching 
humans to help each other'. According to "The Story of Si Pitung", the moral message that students can 
interpret is 'helping each other, especially with weak people'. In the story "The Origin of Batang Aren", 
students can find a moral message regarding 'kindness and honesty'. Furthermore, in the story "The Story 
of the Thorny Pandan", students can find a moral message about 'must live in harmony and peace'. Next in 
"The Story of the Cod Chicken and Fish" students interpret 'must be able to occupy the promise'.  

In a folktale titled "The Story of Bujang Katak", there is a moral message that students interpret, 
namely 'don't like to look down on others'. Furthermore, in "The Story of Sultan Domas", students can find 
a moral message about 'work hard'. In "The Story of the Dipper" students interpret 'remain a humble person 
and like to help others'. In the folklore about "The Story of Si Lebai Malang", students interpret the moral 
message, namely 'do not hesitate in making decisions'. In "The Story of Garlic and Shallots" students 
interpret the moral message of 'don't be cynical, arrogant, and dishonest'. The moral message in the Journal 
of Folklore reading by students can be seen in the following table. 

 
Table 2. Findings of Moral Values in Folklore 

No Title Moral Values 

1 Danau Toba 1. Don't break promises and keep your emotions in 
check. 

2. Don't take someone else's property. 
3. Be devoted to both parents. 
4. Don't be greedy. 
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2 Pangeran Amat Made 1. It can't be cruel. 
2. Don't give up. 
3. Don't get discouraged easily. 
4. Don't be greedy. 
5. Always do good. 
6. Continue to be patient and don't be arrogant. 
7. It is not allowed to take the property of others. 

3 Malin Kundang Do not disobey your parents. 

4 Dayang Bandir and Sandean Raja Don't force others to give us rights. 

5 Putri Mambang Linau  1. Be generous and not arrogant. 
2. Can't say anything bad.  
3. Must be able to keep the mouth well.  

6 Burung Tempua and Burung Puyuh  There should be no disputes or quarrels. 

7 Buaya Perompak  You have to stay calm even though the situation is 
precarious. 

8 Siamang Putih Don't break your promises. 

9 Legenda Ikan Patin Be careful in speaking. 

10 Si Bungsu  Don't be jealous and don't be rash 

11 Si Kelingking   Stay calm under any circumstances. 

12 Ibu Kami Seekor Kucing Be grateful for everything that Allah has given. 

13 Si Pahit Lidah Keep your word and not be rash in doing something. 

14 Legenda Pulau Kemaro Helping each other. 

15 Legenda Ular Berkepala Tujuh       humble and helpful nature 

16 Legenda Ular N’Daung Be a devoted child to both parents 

17 Legenda Pulau Sanua Don't be arrogant and miserly. 

18 Murtado Macan Kemayoran help each other. 

19 Si Pitung  help each other, especially with weak people. 

20 Asal Usul Batang Aren kindness and honesty. 

21 Putri Pandan Berduri  must live in harmony and peace. 

22 Ayam dan Ikan Tongkol Must be able to keep promises. 

23 The story Bujang Katak   Don't like to look down on others 

24 The story of Sultan Domas   Must work hard. 

25 The story Si Penyumpit   Stay humble and helpful 

26 The story Si Lebai Malang  Don't worry about making decisions. 

27 The story Bawang Putih and Bawang 
Merah  

Don't be a cynical, arrogant, and dishonest person. 

 
Research conducted for one month through students' daily reading journals on folklore found that 

students can complete the reading of 27 folktales. The results of confirmation through interviews, 
observations, and documentation can identify students' findings on the moral value of folklore. Moral values 
in folklore can be calculated into 8, namely help, hard work, keeping promises that have been made, filial 
piety to parents, maintaining honesty, humility, being calm, and maintaining harmony. These values are 
messages that can be implemented in students' daily lives.  

 

4. Discussion 
Literacy reading folklore texts can foster students' interest in reading and provide students with an 

understanding of the values contained in the story (Sari et al., 2024). The values contained in folklore can 
be used as a guideline or reference to shape the character of students. Folklore can have the potential to 
grow and shape character, as well as instill moral values in students (Iye et al., 2024). It is not easy for 
teachers to instill values in folklore in students without the activity of students directly understanding the 
message conveyed in the folklore text. It is necessary to have a program that must be carried out to form a 
reading habit in students. The literacy movement through the use of daily reading journals has proven to 
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be an effective approach in cultivating students' interest in reading. By documenting their reading 
experiences regularly, students gradually develop a deeper engagement with texts, creating a structured 
platform to enhance their literacy skills. Daily reading journals not only serve as a medium for recording 
what students have read but also as a reflective tool that enables them to connect with the material on a 
more meaningful level. This strategy fosters a culture of literacy that goes beyond mere comprehension, 
promoting critical thinking and personal growth.  

Using folklore as a medium for literacy programs adds another layer of enrichment. Folklore, with 
its rich narrative traditions, allows students to explore universal themes and moral values embedded in 
cultural stories. Through writing exercises, students can analyze the characters and values presented in 
these stories, linking them to their own personal experiences. This practice encourages students to think 
critically about the situations depicted in the stories and relate them to contemporary issues or personal 
challenges they face. Furthermore, reflecting on the values in folklore helps students internalize these 
lessons, applying them in their daily lives, thereby bridging the gap between traditional wisdom and modern 
contexts. Research findings reveal a noticeable increase in students’ interest in reading as a result of these 
activities. The number of folklore texts read and the ability of students to identify and articulate the moral 
values within these texts are clear indicators of the program's success. The literacy activities, carried out 
before lessons, provide a consistent and motivating start to the day, helping to instill a love for reading. This 
consistent engagement with texts has the potential to yield long-term positive outcomes if implemented as 
an ongoing practice. For sustained success, collaboration with schools is essential. Institutionalizing the 
literacy program as a formal part of the curriculum, such as through mandatory daily reading journals, can 
ensure its continuity and wider adoption. With proper planning, teacher involvement, and administrative 
support, the literacy movement can become a transformative part of students' educational experiences, 
laying a strong foundation for lifelong learning and critical thinking skills. 

 
5. Conclusion 

The implementation of the student daily reading journal program can be a means of optimizing the 
school literacy movement (GLS). Literacy programs through reading journals on the moral message of 
folklore can increase students' interest in reading. Daily reading journals as a medium to drive student 
literacy. Folklore is used as an object of study because it is considered more interesting for students to read 
than other texts. To foster students' interest in reading through daily reading journals, it is carried out in 
several stages including 1) the habituation stage, 2) the development stage, and 3) the learning stage. In the 
habituation stage, teachers give students the space to reflect on their understanding of the content of the 
story, relate the story to personal experiences, and express their thoughts creatively. In the development 
mindset, teachers provide students with the opportunity to read independently and rewrite the content of 
the stories contained in the folklore and then read them in front of the class. In addition, students also 
document moral messages from folklore that are read in students' daily reading journals independently. At 
the learning stage, the teacher assigns students independently to read folklore through digital media and 
reveal moral messages along with a brief explanation of the content of the story. The form of internalization 
of moral values carried out through activities to identify the moral message of the folklore read can be a 
suggestion for the formation of student character. 
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